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Previous downtown location at 6th & Dakota

4710 N. WEsTPORT AVE., Sioux FaLLs, SD
605-336-1606
www.absdelivers.com
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Current location 4710 N. Westport Avenue in Sioux Falls

AuTo BoDY SPECIALTIES

Auto Body Specialties (ABS) is a complete supplier of paint and body shop supplies,
featuring PPG paint and glass, 3M products, as well as sheet metal, bumpers, tools,
equipment and other collision repair parts. Perhaps you have seen one of their 35
red vans delivering product all over eastern South Dakota, western Minnesota,
northwest lowa, and northeast Nebraska.

ABS started July 1, 1950 as Service Parts Company by Harley and Sallie Roddel.
Harley worked for Sioux Falls Machine Works at the time. Harley left Sioux Falls
Machine Works when it became clear that the company would be closing. When
Harley and Sallie opened their store they had a vision to provide top quality products
and services to their customers. By delivering on this vision over the years they built
their company into an industry leader with four locations throughout eastern South
Dakota. Harley was able to secure the PPG paint and auto glass lines. Service Parts
Company also carried a complete line of mechanical parts. For twenty years the
company grew and prospered. In July of 1970 the company focused its emphasis on
paint and body shop supplies. This narrowed focus allowed them to be the best in
their field. The name was changed in 1976 to Auto Body Specialties to reflect this
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focus. This focus provided the basis for
decades of sound growth. A second
location was added that vyear in
Mitchell. A third location in Brookings
was added ten years later. The geo-
graphic expansion was complete in
2000 when they added the store in
Watertown.

Management of the company was
passed to the second generation in
1990. The company is currently man-
aged by family members: Connie
Larson and Margie Jensen handle
human resources, Becky Johnson
manages purchasing, Jim Roddel
inner store operations, while Ron
Roddel oversees the entire operation.
ABS currently employs 55 people.
Employees are thought of as part of
the family and many employees have
been with the company for over 10
years with some putting in over 20
years with the company.

Company growth continues to hap-

Owners: Jiff Roddel Margie Jensen, Ron Roddel BeckyJohnson and €onnie Larson

pen at ABS due, in large part, to their
desire to be “the first to show their
customers something new in the
industry.”  PPG Light Industrial
Coatings (LIC) was added in 1991. It
was felt that this paint product would
compliment the already complete line
of refinish products carried by Auto
Body Specialties. This expanded their
client list to include locat manufactur-
ers. ABS INDUSTRIAL COATINCS is a
supplier of high quality paint products,
spray equipment, abrasives, solvents
and safety equipment for manufac-
tures, fabricators and fleets.

ABS Industrial Coatings distributes
the PPG line of light industrial coat-
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ings. Expert color matching, free same

day or next day delivery service in their
trade area compliment their vast
inventory of industrial products. Sata,
Binks, DeVilbiss and Graco spray
equipment are also available. A full
service repair facility is on-site to clean

Continued on page 20
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Sioux Falls warehouse

Sioux Falls paint mixing room
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training  facility complete with

audio/video equipment. They hold

seminars for their employees and cus- *

tomers regularly to teach them the
latest updates in their industry.
Modern computer equipment is also
integral to the growth of the company.
~ ABS’ staff of inside salespeople take
incoming phone calls and place
orders on the company’s order track-
ing computer system.

Results of the goods and services
provided by ABS show up every day
throughout the region in various
forms. It could be the radical paint
used on a high end award winning cus-
tom hot rod, a fire truck painted with
products supplied by ABS or your next
door neighbor’'s automobile repaired
with parts and materials used by an
auto body shop in your town. Trailer
manufactures, road equipment, semi
trucks, playground equipment and
even the stripes on your local football
field.

ABS looks forward to continued
growth and improvement when they
pass the company on to a third genera-
tion. The future brings many environ-
mental changes to the auto and indus-
trial painting industry. Environmentally
friendly technology will play a big part
in the paint materials used in the near
future. ABS is being very pro-active to
be environmentally friendly with a line
of water based color systems. Water
base systems use water instead of sol-
vents to spray the color on the pre-
pared surfaces. This eliminates volatile
organic compounds (VOC's) from
being released into the atmosphere,
something that the EPA has identified
that paint manufactures need to
reduce. PPG and ABS are committed
to accomplishing this long before it is
mandated. Additionally, a large num-

ber of replacement bumpers both

steel and rubber, sold by ABS are recy-
cled. Damaged bumpers are picked up
by ABS route trucks and returned to
their supplier, Keystone Automotive, to
be repaired and refinished to new stan-
dards. Those that are not repairable
are sent away to be used as scrap steel

or recycled plastic products. The auto-

motive collision repair business is
ever-changing. In addition to environ-
mental issues, the automotive colli-
sion repair business has gotten very
technical and ABS will be right there
for their customers keeping them up-
to-date with the latest in technological

advances. ™"

IMPORT AUTO SERVICE
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Any Make - Any Mode!
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IMPORT
301 West 43rd Street « Sioux Falls, SD

BOSCH

BOSCH AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER  PHONE: 605.335.1905 ¢ FAX 605.373.0344
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Auto Body Specialties (ABS) was founded in 1950 in Sioux Falls, SD. The business has
grown to have branch stores in Mitchell, Brookings and Watertown, SD.

ABS is a complete PB&E supplier, dedicated to helping their customers keep pace with
the fast changing world of automotive collision repair, serving South Dakota, Northwest
lowa, Southwest Minnesota, and Northeast Nebraska. ABS is committed to delivering
quality products and service.

PPG Light Industrial Coatings (LIC) was added in 1991. It was felt that this paint product
would compliment the already complete line of refinish products carried by Auto Body
Specialties. For the past 58 years, service has been the foundation on which the
business had been built. ABS has experienced and knowledgeable employees
available to assist our customers with the day-to-day needs of their business.

4710 N. Westport Ave., Sioux Falls, SD * 605-336-1606
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